~ EXOTICvs.TRADITIONAL BIKE DESIGNS: WHO'S WINNING?

MOLNTIN
mﬂm N u I N

= \PIRST TESE

= \FLYING Ve

v

< THE WAYALL
MOUNTAIN BIKES WILL
LOOK IN THE FUTURE!
. SPECIAL REPORT:
WHY THE SIERRA CLUB HATES MTN. BIKES!
/CLING SAFARI: ULTIMATE AFRICAN ADVENTURE!
E INSIDE CYCLING’S SMART NEW A@ESSORIE&'




Mo U N T AT

TRk e AGC T

i o N T E S T

MANTIS FLYING V

Never a dull moment at Mantis

1% important 10 note that Maniis
designer Richard Cunningham s ot

Riding ro0

R composice

phenomenly succesul XC
« combined a

Nom M g s

ain bike fram
VAT A Mosocaqu
background.

inated with ling and has bl
= m,..m <.nm,,m,; .o counc e
3 frame bulder wral lending of
moioaie aanet mobles

Tt et ot

TNAIDE THE MANTIS FLYING VEE
Ther s nsing s he Vi Fly
ing V. 15 rame

e aiminatss he need to buld 8 ks

it o s et A
hea

one of the original Northern Caliormia  h the iradilonalriangie shape WIth tho tube and seat tube are dipped o
o o Clrance
i ke, Al
{ain bike. I he were,he wouldn't be break: e wegl it .15 pounie VS

i
ing with tradition 1 build a sries of ikes

L

ey were s short (o pu ntended) five

tght. So gkt o e o ad
tips the MBA 23,5
e s campioents Wi

e
years ago.

ety
36 MOUNTAN BIKE ACTON / CCTOBER



FLYINGV

prototype Flying V 1o win the Michigan

e bike weighs ks because i s an o
hin-wall 6061 shet.
Rigiity: With a monocoque design you

Fowr pocket Armed wih sandard-issus
Shmate e KT Companuts allr  Guta e, it e
rivon, tho Mantis hollow slumint

past v yoars. The only 535 o0 he monosoque wes made oot
et the rnt gl ame e n e f e tame hicknesssuminum 3 3 B
Saat, hoad end botior 3 g 747, the ¥ could welgh 22 bs.

Tl Gosin slamenson s st rames.
OCTOBER 1090/ MOUNTAM SIKE ACTION 35






FLYING V

Absorption: Right off the bat, we need
larg

the ISinch I

ion for ligh

v

18 they
op for the 15 fong. The 15 lon is more
Thatisone

“The Fiying
s 70-degree head angle, 73-degree scat

16 inches of

10 clear the

longer or shorter.

“The
et e v Vit
or Alan road bike is

Durabllit: Every techoo-weeme in the

We

der pressure. So why does cveryone talk

ceptisnew. Dring our testing the chassi
sand

b the ¥ bl up rough round and

‘minum bikes? has the.

thus more fraile,

ful season of NORBA racing. From theo-

asseel, ridess confusethe dead fecling for

ing V should be considerably longer than

height,elevated staysand wellbalanced ge-

ent, bt it in't softer

monocogue ocing 747s, bl i 0

Cat'dmeow. Pat Noli s the smallest

walls
0 20 ye
‘Water bottles: Since

Shorihe e wa s sl hat oy one

we were testing a 15

nder the rider—Kind of ke blend.
ing BMXer, downhiller
o ong g and e puc,

er prototype V, she was foreed (o s m mm e ekl cow They
. The Fiying cidethe il

koo 5 s i o b ke n te o, Bt don' s he e
031 e

for fun, most of the cuttng-edge, quasar
d

test bike was a 15- s Theyoalymakethee of-0ad Tames
16 Fype Yacoms st e st R Ausiisg
forthe Fying V

weird are fun 10:play on, but out in the

wse of
unique sizing capbilies. The cght sizesare
compried of 153 11, 2- and Z2ioch

each frame size avaiable in

et one! Mants doest't make very many

“The Mantis Flying V i weicd and wid, bt

few makes you one of the proud.

ot dein at wo e dstor s
round the MAA wiechng







