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housh he wis an ouist o b the sty t bjc:
el evlust is o Ho deamd ofding te Tout de Francs
i Coppand sl i ot Ve b Enove tht h
ingredients nocessary to become a world champion
! concntaing on e devlopmant o s cy-

o span Bl kg boues rfin i skl

e aened bl In:y(l: in 1936, Becauso of his on-
‘and tochnical skills. able 10 persuade two of his
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Jock Hood. st up  shop n s ltl gren shed in i th bk o i
mother's houso or  in Stockton. During this time. m
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Jack Taylor, of course, was the most active member of the

workshop because it was only  few foet from his house. Fortu-
...mxy Jack's enthusiasm was ot as limited as his inances. His
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the shed. Ho would become s0 engrossed in what e s dolng
that ho would forget the time .nd ‘ond up going to bed far
mbight. e Jock ad 1 b up very culy I v mornin. ho

found hat hs ngenious owdspeaker worke woll Now he could
e o aight cock news th i oclock b, and the ten
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Jack'sgran shd bocame the cener of biycing o
Stockion. Ho was constantly surounded by the i’ vl
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The sigina thesome L, Jack Hood, and Jack
Taylor did not last very long. Jack Hood and Lance fell loved
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bicycling, but thoy just didn't have the dovotion 10 tochnical
details that Jack Taylor did. As  result, the partnership w
dissolved and Jack Taylor Cyclos bocamea family operation. O
Jack sarte to build his ovwn bicyclos and found that he could sell
them, ho bogan a systematic plan of building a bicyclo
Offcially. Jack Taylor Cyelos bocame  business in 1945, whern
Jack and his brothers opened a bank account and each of the
brothers put in 20 pounds. Typical of Jack’s kindhearted personal-
iy, ho ended up puting in 40 pounds since one of his brothe
did ot have the money. In 1946, Jack Taylor Cycles had its first
offcial balance sheat

Fgurs.1: Ko o) and Norman Tylr spect ey brzed
tandem fram
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Building Philosophy
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Ken Taylor fits the battom b

Figure. et on o custom
tandem.



made. Wo got so much ploasure out of them that it fired ou
imaginations and we wanied to d

What started out as a hobby in 1936 became the boginning of
o lifetime occupation in 1942, whon Jack Taylor bought a parcel of
land in the conter of Stocki
Had plans

t complex which would mass-produce bicycles
in'Stockton. His bubble burs n 1651 when bcyeloslessarted

Figure 8-3: Norman Taylor in his workshop with the simple
Taylor-design fork g
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In 1939 England declarod war on Germany. bu the Taylor
rothers weo ortunate in hat tey nover did s th fron ines.

mn..n...mqw.x ther wasta god bicels obo found
atany prce, he production of the gardon shet
e et T Topies wer. Howess aning o
ey rblest Th v b Kt o0 164
in bronae wilding and

night classes
am.,x o ty 10 b tho bicles without Iugs
weldin Sttt g ot o b Topirs byl
e st brovae welded:
‘Although the Taylors wero seriously involved with bicycle
build
Wheelers. The Taylors' fist introduction to racing came in time
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Kingdom.
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ide races “c

actually s cor “ as  toam. Jack says, “We.
Galed ourlves ind Gty w. broke all the rules o tho
ourjer aylor Cycles on them.”
ey e sk o e ddo by o Jck Tl
Cyclos tam s th Brighion o Glsgow,the oreruanr of the
Milk Race, England’s most prostigious road raco. The Taylor
et e e v s rom 1645 0 1040 oo
Teplrs lovd goting all dresed up” i thels spectal ombro
ered Jrsoys thot they had ovdored. from Belgium. Each team
member bad two frseys o Insure hving o rsh oo svery
‘morning during st

"Aftr th 1045 righon to Glasgow raco, Ken lost is ob s o
Il o bl et fe dey. iz e Tk bod sy
patally consiucted hls “bcyclofctory on th lan

ockion Corporaton, Kon e 10w ol

i o ek Taylor o, Butoon e gondamd o oo Ior

f

. foined Ken.
Demiopmset of the woks progrcsd ey b btk the

n xe nin employees. Once the bicyclo er
World War I endod, 50 did the apid growth of Jack Taylor Cyclos
“The large foctory that Jack had once envisionod never mator

alizod, bt something ole did—a
with @ six to clghtoen-month wai
rod

fendly custom frame shop
i lis for its specialized

“The Taylors are the nicest, frendliest people you'd ever hope
meet. 0 yoars, they are still enthusiastic rders. Norman
hdepcenturies with i lends e et g s

p and visit somo of tho couniry

100l des hey v
ok iy et s bike e rodo n the

it b otk v o

i
o 1 as You bt i fseursn these biccin ke a0
558 o with i piiings Ok il oot Ko
Ly overything ou do comes
it prio bt th 4ea 1t you o lming for pefocton
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Frame Selection

1056, a young couple from Stockton.
el deciondto o come o Slncklun England. to buy a Jack
hased

through the doors of the Taylor works on Church Road: now most

the United States. Sinco the Taylors do ot advertise, ther sales

success with Americans by one simple statement: “Ou tandoms
et inthe vy tht Amercanswan o by thm,
tems aro all bult with Reynolds 531 plain gauge
|uhuu n.nyl.m have used Reynolds 531D but found that the
e To lasur o more sal el the
e e b il spacilly
bes. The down tobo i the heavies tubo at 13 gaugo. The v
oo e e 5 g, v are e chamtaps. T Foors sy

andams bave 1 bo i order 0 b g cnough for o peope 0

s st f e spactal e usd o tho tandom, here
0 lugs made to fit. Consequently, all the tandems
L o o ot e gl e e s By

i b concamed wilh stocing  arge mumberof lgs o cach
dul-m frame.

hough most o the T
@ mnber i g T eppes oy on il

slor frames arelugless,they do make
o frames. The

s available upon roquest. Norman likes fo use the cast bottom
bracket bocause he fools tho threads aro generally botter and it

fork comns. o lodsthem nsy o work wih:
‘Any kind of seat cluster arrangement
o e omand e Sl i e B m.n.,,

occasional use of slver for brazod-on fittings. All the frames ore

log ncodingwndema ool on
hing vory Interesting about Taylor (rames is o constant
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dsin fsuro—ibe Talors ks 10 konp the hood angle o1 73
degrees,

am inkiog of bying o ok Taylos e or complee
bicycle i is best 1o send them the st s ant. The
Taylors make no protense ing expert . They foel 4

pari should aow wha sas bl b o she wans. Toey

Alibough he Taior ke rcin i apecialty i

sl s all he bracen itings used 1 atachracks, s
g When et Noran o bl oiin e i
L panniersup
Al th sandbjatiog and puining s dono n the premiss
‘Th Taylors even make all their own shipping crtos. Ther little
perstion i it ficiont wih th work boing a.u.,...a smons
jack

Taylor way of saying thank you), each T
atiactive Taylo fouder bag packed with thls brandnow Jock
Taylor.
In summary, tho Taplors aro extemely anious (o plsse
wery customer. Thoy will custom-build 4 frameset to your re-
oo spoccatoms. Mo Hmporant (ot e chneaagocted
tourist, they specializo in touring frames that aro
Soconsmaae. yout pasenl chice o putaien, Wk T:ylnr
Cyclos was uniquo among the many builders we visied. They.
Gommitted to meeting the needs of the rcreational cyclist




