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My Visit to Jack Taylor Cycles

A longtime dream came frue last fall when
I was able to do a 3-week bicycle tour in
England. As [ have both a Tavlor tandem
and a single, the trip would not have been
complete without visiting the ald-waorld
masters af tandem design and building.

Werarrived unannounced one rainy
morning {most mornings are rainy in
England in September] hoping to find the
Taylar brothers, Jack, Ken, and Nortman,
Fortunately, all were there and, as they
were just sitting down for tea, they invited
Some of their cronies had come
around for tea, too, so it lasted the better
part of an hour. MMy first impressions
were how friendly the hrothers were and
how large their shop was. We spent all
day and part of the next with them, camp-
ing on the grounds that night at their
invitation.

The Taylors have been building
bikes since the late thirties. They started
building because they could not afford
better bikes in those hard times and
wanted to have good, competitive hikes
Jack learned "welding" in night
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school and taught Norman how to "weld, V'
{Thay call their lugless-hrazed bikes
wealded. )

Morman has always brazed the
frames, with Ken's help, while Jack finishes
the frames with baked-on enamel, varnish
transfers, and "box lining' {pin striping
done by hand with a small wheel!), 1t takes
all afternoon to apply transiers {decals) and
Ken is the wheel builder and
bike assembler. The brothers have worked
tagether all their lives. While they had
apprentices during the busy years--the
seventies--none staved around and now LL
is just the three of them in that large shop.
"One young lad who worked for us kept
at it, " Jack told mme. "His name is Colin
Laing and now he builds bikes in America. i

box lining.

The frames are made using amazingly
unsaphisticated tooling, compared to Amer-
ican builders., A simple flat plate jig isused
to tack together the frames and check themn
after final brazing. They are brazed by
hand and straightened mostly by eye as each
joint iz brazed. Mosat mitering is done by
hand, even though they have a vertical mil-
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style, their "track' style, which has a single

diagonal tube from head tube to rear seat TRACK TANDEM
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make a longer rear top tube for more
gteerer comfiort, They use a Beyoolds
extra-heavy tandem tube set which they
specified many yvears ago. Only in the
last few years have any companies come
up with tubing which is as good.
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ling machine and a lathe, Watching Naorman

braze a lugless [illet was truly amazing,.
Brazing many thousands has given him com-
plete control of the torch, and with what seems
to be a minimurn of heat he gels the braas

to flow exactly where he wants it. "'Saveral

Cycle - Campers !

Here i1s the ideal method of

carrying that heavy touring

baggage. Useful for tandemists,
camping or club groups.

SINGLE WHEEL CYCLE TRAILER

Tis camping trailer is constructed with a perfected design.
The wheel is suspended on expanders and ftted with a large
section balloon tvre. The head tube operates on annular
bearings with rubber shock abserbers. Coupling is by quick
rolease wing nuts o forks fram tne rear cyele [ark ends, and
stavs feoam he seal oy bell, The equipment iescludes a
hppht sweooden plathorm, fowr brazed baggage sirap eyes,
steong alloy mudpuard, alloy rear lamp and reAector with full
lenpth cable, - Totl weight only 11 1bs, maximum load
| 10 :hs,

JACK TAYLOR CYCLES, Church Reoad, Stockton-on-Tees
Telephone; 0642—607615

vears ago, your Bicycling magarine com-
pared our bikes to some others, and they
gaid we didn't file our joints enough, "
Norman told me. "We never have filed our
joints I

Due to the poor state of the British econ-
omy and the greater availability of tandems
in the 1. 5., their businesa has been slow of
late. For the [irst time in their history,
they have frames in stock to sell, and com-
plete bikes in their showroom. We saw
probably 50 single frames and 10 tandems.
They have even commenced some special
projects, namely Rann trai lers, camping
trailers, and racing tricycles., A Hann
trailer 1s a small bike [rame without a
front wheel that attaches via a gimballed
hiteh to a tandem or single, so that little
Cedrick can ride his own bike and still
keep up with mummy and daddy on their
tandem.

|l had seen one of their camping trailers
a few years ago and written to them fto see
il I could get one. They told me they were
no longer produced, but recently they made
a limited number of them. When I visited
the Taylors, one trailer remained unpainted,
so, naturally, | had it painted to match my
tandem before returning home with my prize.
The camper has a single wheel which follows
a large platform with a canvas/vinyl carrying
bag on it, and hitches via a gimbal like the
The weight is 11 lbs., yet
it will carry a "hundredweight' {8-gtone
112 lha).

The racing tricycle is totally foreign
to most Americans, though there have been
a few here, mostly Bob Jacksona. It has a
left-side drive wheel (for British roads)
and uses a 10-speed gear train. Both brakes
of necessity are on the front wheal; one canti-
lever and one sidepull mounted ahead of
the cantilaver on a post.
tion,

Rann trailer.
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A unique contrap-

The Taylor tandems are made to three
designa, Their traditional double-diamond
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