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The Taylor Brothers — 50 years
of bicycle perfection

Jack Tavlor’s little grecn shed
which stood In the .'_.J"T: ot his
Norton home, w legendary
in the cycling [t's where

lack startied

5 No
world.

wilding  racing
cveles back in the 1950 5. He was
en and successful cyelist and
couldn’t aftord the light-
weighl éycle he really wanted, so
he started to build his own in the
shed. Mow, 50 years later, a Jack
Faylor cycle is still a prized pos-
cession to thousands of

var the world
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The ganden shed has long
ance gone but the Taylor

brothers — Norman amd ken
were also keen evelisis and soon
nned Jack — are still building
thesr beaunful machines 1o the
samg building in Church Road,
Stockton where rhn:“_-' started
their workshop in the 1940s

In the hewday ol the | u;n.-.-.r
ity of the bicycle, a total of nine
: were employed at the
workshop, Mow s Just the

HE: St
e brofnors, and il seems that
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maich their

craftsmanship and attention o
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opether and Jack is the pninting
_“q-::l — each
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machine comes
complere with | inework that
15 rarcly seen Tack also
does the bookwork, Tilling in his

beautiful cop-
hpping pen and

sday
ateount Dok in
perplate wikh
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I'hey are all aver 60 now and
adamant that there'sno way they
Ire ROINE 10 retire .

They are just going to kecp on
turning oul the handful of
machines they make every week

the same way as for the last 30

& o . 5 v
vears, In the current climate of
ik

EC '.:.'.I_Ea':l':;.':.i for smuall
businesses: the laylors are a
great cxample. But with & wry
smile Jack points out: “There is

g0 much help lor businesses
thiese -:521:-'5_ When we started we

just had to struggle on by our-
zelves. | wonder how .-'II'I" these
new sinesses which are gIven

And
nar-

=0 many grants will last.”
what does rankle with the

mally amiable Jack is the £4,000
a year that has to be paid in rates
on their premiscs

But his annovance s more
than outweighed by the pleasure
| his brothers get from
their work. These davs Jack
Tavlor cycles are even hetter
known abroad, particularly in
America, than they are in this

country. They
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¥ arc used 1o find-
ing foreigners on the
foorstep of the Church Road
workshop. having made

grimage to the place where Jack
Tandems arc

abrodad and

wWarnmg
Wl :_-'.:.

lavlor's are builit
cspecially popular

t's pot uncommon for hon-
cvmooners to arrve and order
| I’l“‘-‘-]‘.lxu. ..-\..l. made-[or-1wao.

:'1.'-.'1':-.' maching really 15
Taylor-made to fit, and most
-ustomers arrive with detailed
snecifications of what they really
: All the components used
the very best. And if you
; 1 have to pay for
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A basic model costs over £
and a special tandem could be
yround £2.000

The price does not secm [0
deter the bhicycle enthusmasts
wha'll go to great lengths to pet a
Jack Taylor machine

[he remarkabie brothers -::‘L1
their machines have nol cscaped

certain amount of .TIEL'.:L.-U""-I-'T'
ge, which they take in their
siride and now accept as simply
part of business. For they have
made the headlines since the

when they rode the

Brighton to Glasgow road race

the forerunner of the Milk
Race — as a team in the 1940°s

[hey were recently guietly
rmused to have a BBC television
camera crew following them
around for dayvs making their life
story. The programme is due 1o
be screencd later this Autumn.

They arc still enjoying cycling
and the thnil of completing a
new machiné ready to be packed
in & special box and sent to its
owner. And cach box beirs the
same I't.'.':|-.1.".r|.‘.'.-_r. ITEESEA e Tflll.l-.
the Taviar brothers — “Have
Nice Rade™
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